Goat Group Syllabus

AS297S

Spring, 2011
Introduction
In 1999 the Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences at UMass started a student-run experiential learning project, which incorporated all aspects of managing a small Boer goat herd. The “Goat Group” presently makes management decision on the herd of about 20 reproducing does, which are housed down at the Hadley Livestock Center. The goal is to develop a purebred herd of Boer goats that can be merchandized as breeding stock. By participating students gain meaningful experience in the handling and management of a herd of small ruminants and are exposed to many of the same decisions that any food animal producer would face. All management decisions regarding reproduction, nutrition, herd health, and marketing are researched by student leadership and/or committees and proposed solutions are voted on by the membership during weekly meetings. Students are expected to participate in discussions and decisions Course material and information can be viewed at http://www.umassmeatgoat.com.  Click on “Course Information” to view the syllabus, handouts, readings, etc.

Course Goals:
This class is meant to be an experiential learning process. Students will be expected to be part of making informed decisions regarding animal health, breeding and reproduction, neonatal animal care, parasite diagnostics and prevention, selection and culling, as well as marketing, and economics. These decisions will be followed up with a course of action that students are expected to be involved in.
Student Leadership:


Sarah Fadden  (sfadden@student.umass.edu)

Amy Martell  (martell@student.umass.edu)

Amanda Lajzer (aelajzer@student.umass.edu)

Scottie Browning (sbrownin@student.umass.edu)
Group Faculty Advisor: 


Mark T. Huyler, Ph.D.


302 Stockbridge Hall


Department of Veterinary and Animal Science


Amherst, MA 01003


(413) 545-2344


mhuyler@vasci.umass.edu
Credit: 2 Credits Graded 

Meeting Time: 
7PM Monday Evening

Location: Stockbridge 318 or at the Hadley Farm

Basis for Grading:

20%
Attendance

10% 
Barn Checks

5%
Kid Watch – cannot do at the same time as lamb watch
15%
Kid care

15%
Homework

25%
Quizzes and Practical
10%
Community Service (3) “events” required
Letter grades will be assigned based on the percentage of total possible earned. Grades will be “cut” according to UMass policy. 
There is no text. Pertinent material will be distributed to you in the form of handouts and websites. 

Academic dishonesty of any type will not be tolerated, and will result in immediate failure of the course.  All incidents of academic dishonesty will be handled following official university policy. The link to the official UMass policy is : http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.

Course Notes:

This is a class. You are responsible for all material covered. If you do not attend a meeting you are expected to get notes from another member and/or request the information from an officer. If you have a conflict with a quiz (given at the meetings) you are required to make arrangements to take it at another time before the quiz is given or you will receive a zero on that quiz. 

Along the same lines, if you are taking a quiz and you verbally tell an officer that you weren’t there for a meeting so you don’t know the answer/shouldn’t be responsible for the question points will be automatically deducted from your quiz. 
Should you decide to do your homework with another student that is fine as long as both homeworks are not identical/copied from someone. This is academic dishonesty. Also, you may be required to use outside sources. If you copy a block of text directly from a source quotation marks must be used, and all sources regardless of whether they are summarized, paraphrased or quoted must be listed at the end of your homework. If you use outside sources and they are not listed at the end you will receive a zero on that homework.
On behalf of the Goat Group Officers, thank you for your interest. We are looking forward to a great semester.

FAQs
How do I get credit for Spring Semester 2011 Goat Group?

Students can participate in Goat Group through Animal Science 297S, which is a two credit, graded course that cannot be repeated for credit.  If you are uncertain as to whether you can commit to regular class meetings and would not like to receive credit, we would welcome your participation at our meetings or down at the barn…just show up whenever you can. Class sign-up will be taken care of at our first meeting Monday, January 24th@7PM in Stockbridge 318. 
What happens if I miss a meeting? 
Attendance (20% of your grade) at all meetings is expected. While there are valid reasons to miss meetings (illness), having to study for an exam or working on a project that is due the next day are not among them. Think carefully before committing yourself to receiving credit for this course. You must email Amanda Lajzer (aelajzer@student.umass.edu) prior to the meeting if you will be absent. You are responsible for all material presented in class. Attendance will be taken at all meetings and gatherings. It is the responsibility of all students that are taking the class for credit to be certain that they sign the attendance sheet. If your name does not appear on the sheet you will not receive credit for attending.

Is there an expectation for “Off Hours” work?

Yes!! Kidding (Kid Watch), kid management, and community service are also an expected part of your participation in the class. You, along with several other students, will be assigned an animal to care for before, during and after kidding.  Participation in kidding and follow-up neonatal care is a mandatory part of the course. 
I don’t have a car…How do I get down to the barn for meetings, kid watch, and neonatal animal care?
There are car pools that transport students down to the Livestock Center. If you need a ride to the weekly meeting: WE LEAVE THE STOCKBRIDGE PARKING LOT PROMPTLY AT 6:45PM!! We will make arrangements for transportation for “off hour work” through the Animal Science van or by student car-pools. The officers can pick people up for barn checks and community service if necessary.
Student Conduct: This is an academic class please treat it as such. Be punctual for all meetings, wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Put the cell phones away!!! Calls or “texts” can be made before or after class!!! Please refer to the following link if you have further questions:  www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/classroomcivility/
